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Burundi 


Burundi: Ruling Party Backs Government After 
Failed Mwanza Talks 


EA1106205096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) After the Mwanza II talks, 
the sahwanya [uniting] Frodebu (Front for Democracy 
in Burundi] party wishes to inform the national and 
international community that, contrary to the statement 
put out by the chairman of the Uprona [Union for 
National Progress) party, sahwanya Frodebu backs the 
government convention to the extent of demanding its 
strict implementation. This information is contained in a 
press release signed by the sahwanya Frodebu secretary 


general. 


Gabon 


Gabon: Bongo Rejects Premier’s Resignation, 
Restores Government 

AB1106145096 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The suspense in Gabon has 
come to an end. The head of state, President Omar 
Bongo, has just restored Prime Minister Dr. Paulin 
Obame Nguema's government, which had resigned. It 
will be recalled that this government resigned over the 
weekend in accordance with the Paris Accords between 
the majority and the opposition parties within the High 
Resistance Council. These agreements gave the Obame 
Nguema cabinet 18 months to organize fresh general 
elections. Let us listen to President Omar Bongo who 
was interviewed by our colleagues of the Gabonese 
National Radio and Television Network, Channel |: 


[Begin Bongo recording] You must remember that this 
resignation is in perfect conformity with the spirit and 
letter of the Paris Agreements. However, | have re- 
alized that the government has not accomplished all 
the missions entrusted to it in the above agreements. 
The time allowed for the execution of such missions 
was too short. Such is the problem with the organiza- 
tion of elections, for example. Furthermore, a certain 
number of important projects are awaiting urgent im- 
plementation and cannot afford to be further delayed. 
I am referring to the signing of the agreement with 
the IMF and the World Bank, the SOMIMO [expan- 
sion unknown] project, the establishment of an Export 
Free Zone in Port-Gentil, the Port-Gentil salt process- 
ing factory project, the Mouanda iron and manganese 
processing factory project, the project of the Libreville 
drug production unit project to supply the entire Cus- 
toms Union of Central African States, and finally, the 
Libreville fish industry project. 
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For these reasons, although I understand the real mouves 
of this resignation, I cannot accept it. | therefore 
ask Prime Minister Dr. Paulin Obame Nguema and 
all his current cabinet members to remain at their 
posts till the end of the electoral process. It is be 
up to the prime minister to propose, if he deems 
it necessary, changes within the government. [end 
recording) [passage omitted] 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Nyerere Fears Mwanza Talks Failure 
Could Trigger Civil War 


EA1106204096 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The former Tanzanian president 
who acted as mediator in the inter-Burundian peace 
talks which failed in Mwanza on Sunday [9 June], fears 
that a widespread civil war might break out throughout 
the Great Lakes region. During a news conference in 
Nairobi, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere said that Rwandan 
Interahamwe militiamen might decide to fight on the 
side of Burundian rebels, which could incite, according 
to Julius Nyerere, the Rwandan Army to come to the 
rescue of the Burundian Army. 


Just a few hours after Julius Nyerere voiced these 
concerns, the Burundian Army spokesman, Lieutenant 
Colonel Longin Minani, said that Julius Nyerere’s warn- 
ing was already taking shape. Interahamwe militiamen 
were already there. He said they are fighting on the side 
of the rebels and some of them have even been arrested. 


I would remind you that the Burundian rebels are fight- 
ing Burundian Government troops, especially in the 
northwestern part of the country, in Cibitoke province. 
They are also accused of wrongdoings against the civil- 
ian population and against humanitarian aid workers like 
the three ICRC [International Committee of the Red 
Cross} delegates murdered recently in the same Cibitoke 
province. The consequences of the murder are still felt. 
Indeed, UN agencies today suspended their operations 
in Burundi for 24 hours, in protest against these mur- 
ders. The agencies include the UNHCR, UNDP [UN 
Development Program], WFP [World Food Program) 
and WHO. The office of the representative of the UN 
Secretary General in Burundi, (Marc Fagu), is also ob- 
serving a day of mourning, as is the case with UNICEF. 


Rwanda: Minister Downplays Threat of Rebel 
Infiltration 

LD1106130396 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 1/1 Jun 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Rwandan Government has 
reacted to the communique from Palir, The People 
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Bearing Arms to Liberate Rwanda (Hutu movement), 
which has stated that it has a base inside the country in 
the prefecture of Cyangugu in southwest Rwanda. 


The Rwandan information minister has categorically 
denied this statement, but even so he has recognized 
that incidents have taken place. Jean-Pierre Bizimana is 
interviewed by Ghislaine Dupont: 


(Begin recording) [Bizimana) These are baseless lies. 
The Rwandan Government controls the whole of the 
national territory and these people who say that [words 
indistinct) in Rwanda are indulging in a lie that has 
absolutely no foundation. 


(Dupont) But in the past few weeks however several 
attacks have been carried out in the prefecture of 
Cyangugu, violent attacks. 


[Bizimana) Yes, we think that these people who are 
spreading such lies in this way and are taking advan- 
tage...[pauses] on the eve of the roundtable talks in 
Geneva on a program of national reconciliation, of re- 
habilitation and economic revival for Rwanda. So these 
people are taking advantage of the fact that there have 
been infiltrations over the past few days, which were 
Carried out by small, isolated groups of people. These 
groups have been destroyed because their infiltrators 
have been killed and others have been taken prisoner, 
while the few belonging to this small group of infil- 
trators who have escaped have rejoined their bases in 
Zaire. 


So in Rwanda there is total security and until now 
there have been no problems, apart from these small 
infiltrations, which we are not worried about. 


(Dupont) But in these conditions, if security is total, why 
did Major General Paul Kagame who is vice president 
and defense minister, launch an appeal a few weeks ago 
to the civilian population, to arm themselves and defend 
the country? 


(Bizimana] Our problem is that security is something 
that the Rwandan Government must make pecple aware 
of on a day-to-day basis, because as is the case in 
other countries, if there is a little problem of infiltrations 
each Rwandan cannot have a soldier at his side and the 
population must participate in denouncing these people 
who commit these breaches of security. This is why 
appeals have been launched each time there has been 
a political message — whether at government level, 
at local and prefectural level, or even at the level of 
the communes — each time there is a message to be 
imparted the people are called upon to be aware of 
the fact that they must take on responsibilities and get 
involved in everything that goes to make up the life of a 
country. So there is no specific need or precise problem, 
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it is a mobilization that is carried out every day. [end 
recor ding) 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Sao Tome & Principe: Uniformed Policemen on 
Strike 


AB1106215796 Paris AFP in French 
1900 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Sao Tome, 11 Jun (AFP) — The 
220 men of the uniformed police of Sao Tome began a 
strike today to force the government to negotiate their 
demands. 


Last week, they sent a letter to President Miguel 
Trovoada asking for an important increase in their salary 
and an improvement in their social conditions. They 
gave the president five days to meet their demands. 


The striking agents’ spokesman, Mr. Jorge Amado, 
accused the Defense and Interior Order Minister Carlos 
Carneiro Parquete, of refusing to negotiate, affirming 
that he had sent a message to police headquarters that 
said: "If police agents wish to go on strike, they can go 
on strike." 


The strikers refused to assure a minimum service and 
no police agent was seen in the streets. 


Several political leaders expressed concern over this 
situation whereas the campaign for the presidential 
election is scheduled to open on 15 June and the 
presidential election to take place on 30 June. 


The policemen demand a minimum monthly salary 
amounting to 150,000 dobras ($60 or 30,000 CFA) 
compared with the current 20,000 dobras ($8 of 4,000 
CFA), better social conditions and an improvement in 
the quality of the meals offered to those on a 24-hour 
duty. 


On their part, the agents of the judicial police, who 
depend on the Ministry of Justice, also announced today 
that they will go on strike in 10 days if they do 
not obtain a substantial salary increase, better working 
conditions and facilities to obtain loans from banks. This 


corps is composed of 40 agents. 
Zaire 


Zaire: Students, Police Slightly Wounded in Scuffle 
AB1 106174296 Paris AFP in French 
1636 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 11 Jun (AFP) — 
Nearly 12 students and eight police officers sustained 
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slight injuries late this morning during a brief scuffle be- 
tween several hundred students and the police, sources 
close to the Red Cross have disclosed. Students from 
the Kinshasa Higher Institute of Commerce staged a 
demonstration late his morning after some of their fel- 
low students were wounded several hours earlier during 
a scuffle with a police officer, reliable sources disclosed. 


The police intervened after several hundred angry stu- 
dents blocked off a major street adjacent to their insu- 
tute by placing stones on the street and burning tires. 
Calm was restored in the early afternoon, it has been 
observed. 


pk hyde a ap bape Copying and dissemination] 
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Uganda 
Uganda: Over 600 Zairian Tutsi Flee to Uganda 
After Being Attacked 
EA1 106182596 Kampala THE NEW VISION 
in English 11 Jun 96 pl 


{Article by Grace Matisko: "600 Zairian Tutsi Flee Into 
Uganda" ] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Over 600 Tutsi from Zaire 
have crossed into Uganda through Kisoro District after 
they were attacked by the exiled Interahamwe and 
defeated Rwanda government troops. 


The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Kisoro, Mr. 
Abdallah Kiganda, said fleeing Tutsi began crossing to 
Uganda on Thursday [6 June} last week. The refugees 
are reportedly coming from Jomba in Rucro zone in 
Eastern Zaire and driving hundreds of heads of cattle 
along and carrying property. 


Kiganda said the refugees crossed through Busanza 
on the Uganda side of the border and are camped at 
Nyakabande, four km from Kisoro town. The CAO 
added that yesterday morning over 100 refugees with 
about 174 heads of cattle had crossed through Busanza 
about 24 km from the common border. 


“The refugees, mainly Tutsi, say the Interahamwe have 
gone on the rampage since Thursday last week and have 
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murdered a big number of their relatives,” Kiganda told 
THE NEW VISION. 


He said the refugees had reported that the attackers, 
armed with spears and pangas [machetes], yesterday 
morning murdered the assistant commissioner for Rucru 
zone in Zaire after which they hanged his head on a tree 
near Chengerero, about 10 km from the Ugaridan side 
of the border. 


"We have already contacted the Ministry of Local 
Government and UNHCR which have sent a team to 
assess the situation and we are expecting relief teams 
tomorrow (today),” Kiganda added. 


He said the Resident District Commissioner, Hajji 
Asudu Lutale, had contacted his counterpart in the 
neighboring North Kivu province to find out if the 
refugees could be allowed to go back under protection. 


He said the refugees, estimated by yesterday to be 79 
(figure as published], are crowded into a community 
center building and local council IV offices at Nyaka- 
bande. 


"Some of them have come with hundreds of cattle which 
look sickly and we have instructed the district veterinary 
officer to examine the animals as we look for drugs,” 
Kiganda said. 
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South Africa: ‘Maize for Oil’ Deal With Iran 


Suspected 
MB1 106192696 Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 7 June 96 pp 95, 97 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text} A controversial deal by the 
Maize Board which will see 400,000t [metric tonnes] of 
maize exported to Iran, has caused rumbles of discontent 
in the local market. 


The “government to government" deal is the first dig 
sale of the season and reflects SA’s (South Africa] 
readiness to build trade ties with Iran, despite US 
disapproval. Dealers are also vexed at the secrecy 
surrouncing the deal, as the price to be paid by Iran 
has not been disclosed. Some sources speculate that the 
deal is being conducted on a “maize for oil" basis. 


“The deal was never publicly announced," says (iM 
of the SA Futures Exchange agricultural marketing 
division, John Wixley. “The contract appeared second- 
hand in the press, two weeks after the deal was 
concluded. Other market players were not given an 


equal opportunity to tender.” 


The board, as a statutory body supported by compulsory 
levies, has a duty to announce such deals —- especially 
in light of last year’s deregulation of the industry, which 
should allow the market to operate freely. The Iranian 
deal also goes against a board undertaking that it would 
not enter into any export deals without having maize it 
paid for, already in the silo. 


Board GM Leon du Plessis says maize will be supplied 
to Iran from July — with an option to buy more later. 


Wixley says with export permits for 739,000t already 
issued to private traders to end-August, the board's 
deal with Iran pushes export commitments to more 
than 1|.1Mt [million tonnes]. While the Maize Advisory 
Committee announced on April 24 that permits would 
be granted to the private trade to export 1.Mt of maize 
this season, there is a danger that shortages could arise 
in the domestic market if the next crop is hit by drought. 


International trading house Louis Dreyfus MD, Brant 
Randles, says private traders’ export commitments could 
already exceed 1Mt until September — adding up to 
1.4Mt export maize committed, if the board's Iranian 
deal is added on. 


To complicate the situation further, Wixley says ru- 
mours abound that Japan has purchased 500,000 of SA 
maize. “How will the board honour its forward com- 
mitments to Iran if there is a shortage of maize in the 
domestic market? Will this be at the expense of the 
domestic consumer? According to the board, the latest 
import parity price for maize is more than R1,100A — 
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compared with current domestic maize prices of about 
R7S0A." 


Another problem, say traders, 1s that the board has ob- 
tained preferential treatment trom Spoornet and Portnet, 
which can ship export maize at a rate of only about 
300,000Umonth. "It is clear the boarc is getting prefer- 
ential treatment with shipping out its contracted maize, 
while the rest of the trade had to wait in line,” says one 
trader. 


South Africa: COSATU Says 4 Banks Colluded on 
Interest Rate Increase 


MB1 106132896 Johannesburg THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English 11 Jun 96 p 1 


[Report by Nancy Myburgh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Johannesburg — COSATU 
[Congress of South African Trade Unions] is adamant 
that the four largest commercial banks colluded in 
their unilateral increase of prime lending rates by | 
percentage point on May 17 to a five-year high of 20.5 
percent, a spokesman for the union said yesterday. 


This contradicts the Competiion Board's conclusion 
after an investigation that it could find no evidence of 
collusion. 


Zwelenzima Vavi, COSATU’s assistant secretary- 
general, was unconvinced. “We haven't had any 
convincing arguments from the Competition Board or 
the banks that they did not collude...1 do not believe 
at all that Standard Bank (the first of the commercial 
banks to raise its rates on May 17) would not move 
without informing its colleagues.” 


Vavi was speaking after a policy meeting attended by 
representatives of the ANC, the Consumer Council, the 
Consumer Union, the South African Communist Party 
[SACP], COSATU and others. The meeting had been 
called to discuss policy moves in response to the rate 
increase, including a planned protest march on July 6 
and a possible bank boycott. 


Vavi said COSATU would go ahead with the march, 
but said the other organisations involved needed more 
tume to evaluate the proposal independently. He said the 
meeting had taken no decision on the proposed bank 
boycott. 


Vavi said the rate hike would have “devastating effects 
on the lives of all the people of South Africa, in 
particular the poor”. 


Jeremy Cronin, the deputy general secretary of the 
SACP. said though the banks had offered to meet with 
the COSATU-led coalition to “give a lecture” on the 
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banking system, “we'll give a lecture in Phola Park on 
the eiiects (of their rate hike)”. 


The National Labour and Economic Development li- 
stitute (Naledi) proposed in a policy memorandum that 
COSATU could launch an independent commission of 
inquiry into the viability of a “separate monetary pol- 
icy,” which could require changes in the role of the 
Reserve Bank and the Reserve Bank Act to ensure job 
creation. 


Naledi said the Reserve Bank's board of directors 
should be reconstituted to include trade union represen- 
tatives. Other measures could include an investigation 
into what the institute called “the implicit banking car- 
tel” and a possible once-off “windfall tax" on banks if 
their profit margins increased and showed that the rate 
increase had been motivated by the desire for greater 
profit, Naledi said. 


Cronin said the SACP accepted the constitutionally 
mandated independence of the Reserve Bank, but its 
policy decisions should be “more in line with broader 
fundamentals” of macro-economic policy. 


In particular “anti-inflation measures (such as rising 
interest rates) should be balanced with other concerns 
as well,” he said. 


South Africa: Civic Groups Urge Mass Action 14 
Jun Against Interest Hikes 


MB1106131896 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
11] Jun 96 pl 


[Report by Joshua Raboroko] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Civic organisations are calling 
for nationwide mass action on Friday [14 June] in 
protest against interest rate hikes and the intention 
of banks to crack down on more than 5,700 bond 
defau'ters. 


The protest action — the first national mass action to 
be organised by civic organisations since April 1994 
— will take the form of marches, sit-ins, pickets and 
blockades at banking halls. 


The protests, called by the SA [South African] National 
Civics Organisation (SANCO), will precede the mass 
one-day countrywide strikes organised by the Congress 
of SA Trade Unions (COSATU] on July 6 in protest 
against last month's bank interest rate hikes. 


SANCO officials said they were lobbying COSATU, 
the African National Congress and its allies, business 
people, students and other bank customers and the 
communities for support. 
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SANCO said it would also visit leading bankers in their 
homes this week to demonstrate to their neighbours that 
“they are living in the vicinity of men intent on ruining 
black townships and the national economy”. 


Yesterday COSATU and the ANC and its allies met 
in Johannesburg to discuss SANCO’s mass action. 
COSATU publicity officer Ms Nowethu Mpati said the 
allies had voiced their concern about the impact new 
interest rates would have on consumers. 


COSATU assistant general secretary Mr Zwelinzima 
Vavi, the SACP’s Mr Charlies Nqakula and Mr Jeremy 
Cronin, the ANC’s Ms Cheryl Carolus, Financial Re- 
search Foundation’s Mr Dave Thomas, Sasco’s [South 
African Students’ Congress} Mr David Makhura, Na- 
tional Black Consumer Union's Nonia Ramphomane 
and the Society of Banking Officials’ Mr Graham Emma 
all attended the meeting. 


They resolved that all the participants should seek a 
mandate from their constituencies and report back on 
June 21, when another meeting will be held. Mpati 
said the parties would in the meantime consider various 
options. 


The civic organisations demand that banks reduce 
interest rates and refrain from taking action against 
defaulters. The banks have warned that an estimated 
49,000 bond defaulters will face legal action from June 
30. 


In a statement in Johannesburg yesterday, SANCO 
head of housing and services Mr Sandi Mgidlana said 
the action was aimed at the “criminal activities of 
South Africa’s major banks", and to pressure them into 
stopping their practices once and for all. 


For many years SANCO had tried to negotiate with the 
banks without success, he said. 


Reacting to SANCO's call yesterday, deputy general 
manager of the Council of South African Banks Mr 
Stuart Grobler said the organisation was “irresponsible”, 
considering that banks had given out more than R10 
billion [rands] in loans. 


He said SANCO had a “democratic right to voice its 
grievances but hoped that police would maintain law 
and order during the protests. 


Director-General of National Housing Mr Billy Cobbet 
said they supported the peaceful protest by SANCO. 


Khayalethu Home Loans, a subsidiary of the South 
African Housing Trust, was to hold an urgent meeting 
with SANCO late last night to discuss the non-payment 
of bonds, senior executive Mr Mike Fowlds said yes- 
terday. 


re report may contain copyrighted material, Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Chairman—Armscor Receiving 
‘Remarkable’ Political Support 

MB! 106160196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1446 GMT !1 Jun 96 


[FB!S Transcribed Text] PRETORIA June 11 SAPA 
— There was remarkable support across the political 
spectrum for a modern and well-equipped South African 
defence force, Armscor [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa) chairman Ron Haywood said on Tuesday 
{11 June}. 


"It is amazing how the (parliamentary) defence com- 
mittee has come together on tiie issue, never mind what 
their political bias might be," he told reporters in Pre- 
toria. "Everyone has bought into the fact that, yes, we 
need not only a defence force today but a well-equipped 
and modern defence force. It was unanimous.” 


Haywood said Trade and Industry Minister Alec Erwin 
also supported the commercial significance of the de- 
fence industry in the country’s economy. 


Introducing Dexsa °96 (Defence Exposition of South 
Africa) to be held in November at Waterkloof Air Base 
near Pretoria, Haywood said the industry had a key role 
to create jobs in the country. Dexsa 96 would be a 
showcase for South Africa in the defence industry, and 
was mainly aimed at overseas buyers. 


kt would cost between R3 [rands}] and R5 million, to 
which the contribution of the defence industry still had 
to be added, Haywood said. 


The theme was "defence technology for protection of 
life", reflecting a shift in emphasis in the role of the 
defence industry. 
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“Having to get used to being involved in peace-keeping 
roles is a reality,’ Haywood said. “Peace-keeping is a 
whole new way of going about life... and is an expertise 
which our defence [words indistinct].” 


South Africa had products particularly suited for this 
task, such as equipment to clear mine fields. “The fact 
that we are able to help countries from a humanitarian 
point of view is also an important foreign policy tool,” 
Haywood said. 


South Africa: IFP Submits 100-Page Document on 
Constitution Amendments 


MB1106163296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 11 Jun 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party} has submitted a 100-page document to the 
Constitutional Court on proposed amendments to the 
final Constitution. 


Constitutional Assembly spokesperson Catherine 
McKenzie says the submissions include proposals on 
provincial powers. Almost 70 political parties and 
other organizations have made submissions on the new 
Constitution. The Constitutional Court is scheduled to 
sit for about five days from | July to hear any additional 
oral submissions. It's expected that the Constitutional 
Court will make a ruling on the Constitution within 
six weeks. It will then either certify the document, or 
rule that the Constitutional Assembly amend it within 
three months. Today is the deadline for supplementary 
written arguments on objections to the final draft of the 
Constitution. 


report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Angola 


Angola: Government Riot Police Confined to 
Quarters 


LD1106224096 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 2200 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} The Angolan peace process took 
another step forward today with the conclusion of the 
confining to quarters of the rapid deployment police, the 
so-called Ninjas. 


Fernando da Piedade Nando, the commandant-general 
of the Angolan police, stressed the problems that had to 
be surmounted to achieve this goal and emphasized that 
the quartering of the Ninjas was a sign of goodwill. 


[Begin Nando recording] With this gesture we wish 
to give proof of the government's intention strictly 
and scrupulously to abide by what was laid down in 
the (Lusaka pace) accords, and to give our UNITA 
(National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
brothers the necessary confidence. To them we profer 
our extended hand so that together we may work for 
national reconciliation and in the reconstruction of this 
country of ours, so beautiful and so long-suffering. [end 
recording] 


Angola: Separatists, UNITA Military Action 
Reported in Cabinda 

MB1206074396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 12 Jun 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] The Cabinda Military Front 
Command says the Front for the Liberation of the 
Cabinda Enclave-Renewed ([FLEC-R] is violating the 
truce agreement by recruiting youths for its military 
wing. Command spokesman Colonel Manuel Paiva 
says FLEC-R has also deployed strong military units 
to attack Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] positions in 
southern Cabinda. 


(Begin Paiva recording] For some time now, FLEC-R 
has been making major military plans. Obviously, this 
worries us a lot. The recruitment campaign is a serious 
violation of the accord signed with government. [end 
recording] 


The situation is also » some in northern Cabinda 
where joint Cabinda Democratic Front [FDC]-UNITA 
(National Union tor the Total Independence of Angola] 
military forces have been conducting operations. 


[Begin Paiva recording} There have been military op- 
erations in northern Cabinda, namely ambushes. FDC 
armed elements backed by UNITA military forces am- 
bushed an FAA vehicle 5 km from Belize on 3 June. 
{end recording] 
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Angola: Community Development Pian Suspended 
for Security Reasons 


MB1206074496 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 11 Jun 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Cafunfo community devel- 
opment project has been postponed untl further notice. 
Donors withdrew their funds allegedly because of mili- 
lary instability in the region. 


[Begin project manager Benjamim Castelo recording] 
We have had to suspend operations in Cafunfo, Nsage, 
and Quitumbo for security reasons. This has cost us $1.4 
million. 


Meanwhile, we have received a financial request for the 
second phase of the project for 1996-98, worth $1.9 
million. Initial esumates for this phase had been put at 
$1.6 million, but transport costs have pushed the cost 
up. Financiers have pledged funds, but others want to 
the see results of the first phase before they commit 
themselves. [end recording] 


Angola: UNITA Destroys 11 Metric Tons of 
Explosive Devices 


MB1206081696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} General Phillip Valery 
Sibanda, commander of the UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3 [Unavem-3] forces, on 11 June supervised 
the destruction of 11 metric tons of explosive devices 
by the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] in Licua, Cuando Cubango Province. 
[passage omitted] The devices included 2,019 antitank 
mines, 575 (Soy) mines, 6,768 antipersonnel mines, 
12,569 (?Cardoen) charges, and 3,552 claymore mines. 
[passage omitted] 


Angola: South African Firm Demines 100 
Kilometer Stretch 


MB1206081796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1947 GMT 11 Jun 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lubango June 11 SAPA — 
South African company Mecan, working with the 
United Nations Angola Verification Mission [Unavem] 
has demined a 100km stretch of land and restored two 
bridges destroyed during war in the Huila province in 
the south and the Kuando Kubango Province in the 
south-east. 


The regional commander of Unavem III told the news 
agency ANGOP the South African team had left 
Kuando-Kubango’s capital, Menongue, in May and 
expected to reach Matala to the east sometime this 
month. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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The source said some civilian lorries had been using the 
roads across the region, despite fear of landmines. After 
finishing the road demining operation, Mecan would 
take on mine clearing of the railway linking Maiala to 
Lubango. 


Angola: Former Plaaning Minister To Serve as 
IMF Executive Director 


MB1206062596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Former Planning Minister 
Jose Pedro de Morais will leave for the United States 
shortly to take up the post of IMF executive director. 


{Begin De Morais recording] Angola has been offered 
the post of IMF executive director as of October 1996. 
The party leadership decided to designate me. There was 
consensus within the party to relieve me as planning 
minister. 

(Unidentified correspondent] Do you know when you 
will leave? 


[De Morais} I will leave with the government delegation 
that will attend the IMF and World Bank annual 
conferences at the end of September. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: Schools, Civil Service To Close 13 Jun 
on Salaries Deadlock 


MB1106131296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 11 Jun 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Albert Masango] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Schools and the 
entire civil service will be closed on Thursday [13 June] 
as teachers and government workers go on strike over an 
alleged deadlock on negotiations for salary increments. 


Al a joint press conference, both associations indicated 
that they were facing problems in their negotiations. 
They were however, reluctant to disclose the nature of 
the problems. 


Both members of the Swaziland National Association 
of Civil Servants (SNACS) and that of the Swaziland 
National Association of Teachers (SNAT) will simulta- 
neously hold separate extra-ordinary mass meetings in 
Manzini on Thursday. 


The civil servants will hold their meeting at the Sales.an 
Sports ground, while SNAT will hold its own at the 
Show ground. All the meetings start at 10 AM. The 
meetings were announced by SNAT Acting President 
Phineas Magagula and the SNACS mass meeting was 
announced by the deputy president, Absalom Diamini. 
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Both parties indicated that, “having encountered per- 
sistent problems in our negotiations with government, 
SNACS and S*{AT have decided to update our mem- 
bership so that they know what has been going on during 
our negotiations." 


Magagula announced that parents should keep their 
children at home on Thursday. He further urged all 
branch executives to make transport arrangements to 
convey the membership to this extra-ordinary mass 
meeting. 


Both parties however, were reluctant to disclose the crux 
of the matter, saying that it would be wrong to pre-empt 
the scope of the mass meeting. The mass meeting will 
be another test for the controversial Industrial Relations 
Act of 1996. 


The Swazi!s.: &°<< «tion of Trade Unions (SFTU) was 


the first ‘> ‘st tne iegislation, and as a result a case 
is pending .< ins the organisation and the executive 
inembers, iv: ug allegedly defied it. 


The new Industrial Relatiuns Bill, Section 73, sub 
section four to five, indicate that, “An employer or 
employee carrying on or engaged in an essential service 
shall not take strike action or instituie a lockout in 
connection with any such essential service.” 


Subsection (4) states that, "An employee who contra- 
venes subsection (2) siall be liable, on conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding E2,000 [emalangeni] or to a period 
of imprisonment not exceeding one year.” 


Subsection (5) indicates that an organisation or federa- 
tion, the holder of an office in an organisation or feder- 
ation or any other person who Calis for, or causes strike 
action to be taken in an essential service or induces or 
persuades any worker in such service to take such action 
shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction liable. 


— In the case of an organisation or federation to a fine 
not exceeding E5,000. 


— In case of the holder of an office in an organisation 
or federation to a fine not exceeding E3,000 or to 
a period of imprisonment not exceeding one year or 
both, and such person may be disqualified from holding 
Office in any organisation for a period of one year after 
conviction. 


Although it is not clear according to the Act whether 
teachers are on the essential service or not but sub- 
section (6) (VII) indicates that any service in the civil 
Capacity in respect of government of Swaziland, is an 
essential service. 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Liberia 


Liberia: Peace Council Agrees To Leave BTC 


AB! 106144396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Liberian Peace Council 
has agreed to move from the Barclay Training Center 
in Monrovia to its base at Kakata, outside the capi- 
tal, without its weapons. ULIMO-J [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson} militias 
are, however, insisting on moving with their weapons, 
but negotiators are trying to resolve the problem. A 
spokesman for ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group} has 
said the troops would start moving today in trucks pro- 
vided by ECOMOG and the UN Mission in Liberia if all 
goes well. A retired U. S. genera’, (Robert Yirks), who is 
in Monvovia, has offered to trave! with ULIMO-J fight- 
ers as a guarantee for their security to their bases around 
the western town of Tubmanburg. The acting leader of 
ULIMO-J, (Madison William), is insisting that NPFL 
(National Patriotic Front of Liberia} fighters occupying 
Kakata and Bong Mines in the west have to leave be- 
fore its arrive there. The departure of militiamen from 
Monrovia was one the seven conditions set by the re- 
cent ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States) foreign ministers’ meeting in Accra for extend- 
ing the mandate of ECOMOG in Liberia. Fighters of the 
NPFL and ULIMO-K [Koromah] !*ft Monrovia after a 
26 May accord. 


Liberia: Krahn Fighters Withdraw From BTC, 
Hand Over Arms 


AB/ 106200596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The siege of the Barclay Train- 
ing Center, BTC, in the Liberian capital appears to 
be finally over. Krahn militiamen, who support the 
ULIMO-) [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson) leader, Roosevelt Johnson, had been 
holed up there for over two months, resisting attempts 
by the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia) and 
ULIMO-K [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia-Koromah] to flush them out, but over 
the last week or so, the attackers have been withdraw- 
ing from the city center under an agreement brokered 
by the West African ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
force, and today, the Krahns started leaving too. Our 
Monrovia correspondent, Terrence Sese, telexed this re- 
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A total of 402 Krahn fighters loyal to General Roosevelt 
Johnson's ULIMO and Dr. George Boley's Liberian 
Peace Council today withdrew from the Barclay Train- 
ing Center amid cheers from hundreds of onlookers. 
The fighters refused to board the 13 trucks provided by 
ECOMOG to transport them to their various destina- 
lions and instead walked out in high spirits, singing and 
Clapping. 


Prior to the withdrawal, which was witnessed by rep- 
resentatives of the United States Embassy, ECOMOG, 
and the United Nations Observer Mission, ULIMO 
Spokesman Madison Wion turned over to ECOMOG an 
assortment of over 50 assault rifles and many cases of 
ammunition, which he claimed were captured from the 
NPFL and ULIMO-K during the eight-week fracas in 
Monrovia. He claimed that when ULIMO-J was driven 
from its positions in Kakata, Todi, and Bong Mines in 
February this year by the NPFL, it retreated to Monrovia 
without arms. Mr. Wion said that they were moving 
out of the BTC at the request of ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States], but he said even 
though it was agreed that all fighters should withdraw 
from Monrovia all together, ULIMO-J fighters can only 
comply with this request if Mr. Taylor withdraws his 
forces from Kakata, Todi, and Bong Mines. 


Retired American General Robert Yirks, who helped 
negotiate today’s withdrawal from the BTC, described 
the gesture by ULIMO-J and the LPC as a giant step ina 
journey toward peace in Liberia. Gen. Yirks said that the 
fact that weapons were turned in without any incentive 
should serve as a significant signal to all ordinary 
Liberians. The withdrawal of the Krahn fighters from the 
Barclay Training Center coincides with the launching of 
an operation by ECOMOG to make Monrovia a gun-free 
society. 


Liberia: NGO Optimism Said ‘Thin’ 


LD1206093496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 12 June 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} In Liberia, Krahn fighters who 
have been entrenched in the Barclay camp in Monrovia 
for two months handed over some weapons yesterday 
to ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States’ Monitoring and Observation Group] troops. The 
Krahns gave in about 60 rifles and some ammunition. 
They said this was their way of responding to the 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] request, but the complete withdrawal of Krahn 
fighters remains uncertain because 13 ECOMOG trucks, 
which arrived at the Barclay camp yesterday to collect 
them, left empty, contrary to what had been expected. 
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Optimism is still thin on the ground, particularly on the 
part of the nongovernmental organizations [NGOs). The 
humanitarian organizations have decided henceforth to 
provide only a sort of minimum service in the Liberian 
Capital. Victims of looting are often hindered in their 
movements. The nongovernmental organizations do not 
believe that they can do their job properly, while fighters 
of the various factions refuse to respect them. 


Listen to Nicolas de Torrente, the Medecins Sans 
Frontieres coordinator in Liberia: 


(Begin recording) [de Torrente] The humanitarian orga- 
nizations have announced their decision to maintain a 
minimum level of assistance focusing on emergencies 
and the priority needs of the population. This decision 
is due to the fact that the level of suffering imposed on 
the civilian population and the lack of respect shown by 
the diffe-ent factions to the humanitarian organizations 
has reached a critical and intolerable level, particularly 
in the last two months since the renewal of clashes in 
Monrovia. 


(Unidentified correspondent) The Liberian fighters of 
Krahn ethnicity today agreed to disarm and to leave 
the Barclay camp to which they retreated during recent 
fighting in Monrovia. Isn't this an encouraging sign? 


[De Torrente] I think that much more is needed before 
we can say that things are going in the right direction, 
and that the peace process which was completely 
shattered two months ago is back on track. Concrete 
' signs are needed on the part of the factions, in particular 
that humanitarian activities are and that 
the people can have access to health care and food 
distriPution which the organizations would like them 


to have. [end recording) 

Niger 
Niger: Supreme Court Validates All 5 Presidential 
Candidacies 


AB1106164696 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 11 Jun 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Supreme Court this 


open on Priday 14 June 1996 at midnight and will close 
on Friday S July 1996 at midnight. (passage omitted] 
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Niger: Opposition Communique Denounces 
Electoral ‘Maneuvers’ 

AB1106142196 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A collective of political parties, 
including the Niger Alliance for Democracy and So- 
cial Progress-Zaman Lahiya, the Democratic and Social 
Convention-Rahama, the National Movement of the De- 
velopment Society-Nassara, the Niger Party for Democ- 
racy and Socialism-Tareya, the Niger Progressive Party- 
African Democratic Rally, the Niger Social Democratic 
Party-Alheri, the UDSP (expansion unknown]-Sawaba, 
this afternoon, issued a communique on the political sit- 
uation prevailing in the country. It is read by Moukaila 
Tanda, a UDSP-Sawaba official: 


[Begin Tanda recording] Concerned about the maneu- 
vers under way for the upcoming presidential elections, 
the collective of political parties denounce: 


1. The active complicity of a number of members of the 
Supreme Court with the Army general contesting the 
upcoming presidential elections — a candidate who is 
also chairman of the National Salvation Council [CSN]. 
Yet, those magistrates of the Supreme Court are bound 
to be reserved and, more to the point, they are members 
of the Constitutional Chamber expected to arbitrate 
and pass judgment without appeal on political and 
institutional disputes. The fact that (Ama Aliou) recently 
presented and defended the ordinance submitted by the 
CSN on the High Court of Justice before the Council 
of Wisemen constitutes a truly gross violation of the 
oaths taken by magistrates. The situation was all the 
more ridiculous because the magistrates were given 
instructions by the CSN and the government in the 
morning to defended the ordinance before the wisemeni 
in the afternoon and then examine the same document 
for ruling (words indistinct) the Constitutional Chamber 
of the Supreme Court. 


2. The 7 June ruling of the Constitutional Chamber of 
the Supreme Court rendering constitutional the ordi- 
nance which created a high court of justice after the 
adoption of the Constitution. The fact that the ruling 
legitimizes a special court a few weeks before the pres- 
idential elections for obviously political designs seri- 
ously discredits the court. It also appeals for (vigilance 
on the part of all) Niger democrats who are concerned 
with preserving the rule of law and the openness of the 


upcoming elections. 
3. The use of the Council of Wisemen, an assembly 


of people appointed but not elected to try personalities 
elected by the people. 
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4. The vicious and anti-constitutional ordinance creating 
and appointing members of the High Court of Justice. 


$. The violent dispersion by the anti-riot police of the 
meeting of the UDSP-Sawaba steering committee on the 
direct instruction of the minister of interior, while the 
peace was not whatsoever threatened. This (?unjustified 
act), carried out in obvious violation of freedom of 
meeting recognized to citizens by the Constitution, 
Clearly shows the nature and the projects of today's 
authorities who came to power through a military coup 
d'etat. 

6. The attempts to impose at all costs a voter register 
challenged by four candidates out of five and by national 
Opinion shows that it was drawn up in conditions more 
dubious than ever. 


The political parties remind (words indistinct) not to 
(?abuse) their missions and not to be used for political, 
obvious, and gross settling of scores. They draw the 
attention of the magistrates, particularly, those of the 
Supreme Court, to their great responsibilities concerning 
the safeguard of peace and security in our country. [end 
recording) 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Defense Intelligence To Help Police on 
Kudiratu Abiola Case 

AB! 106190196 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Trans“ribed Text) The Defense Headquarters has 
given an assurance that the Military Intelligence will 
assist the Nigerian Police in tracking down the assailants 
of Mrs. Kudiratu Abiola. The director of defense 
information, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, gave the 
assurance today in Lagos while briefing newsmen on 
defense matters in the country. Brig. Gen. Fred Chijuka 
described the assassination of Mrs. Kudiratu Abiola as 
very painful and unfortunate. He therefore appealed to 
Nigerians, particularly those at the scene of the heinous 
act to provide vital information that could lead to the 
immediate arrest of the culprits. Brig. Gen. Chijuka 
said in addition to government's security measures, 
Nigerians must always be conscious of criminals in their 
midst and their hide-outs. He said the military could not 
take over the nation’s internal security which is the basic 
function of the police, unless they cannot cope with the 
situation. 


Commenting on the recent explosion at the DIC (De- 
fense Industry Corporation}, Brig. Gen. Chijuka at- 
tributed it to pressure on the storage bunker of the corpo- 
ration. He said military intelligence reports on the matter 
had ruled out any act of sabotage and detailed intelli- 
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gence report would be submitted to the chief of defense 
staff, Major General Abdulsalam Abubakar, next week. 
Gen. Chijuka said the legal department of the Defense 
Headquarters was considering the fate of the 11 con- 
victed soldiers who were granted amnesty and are still 
in detention after serving their jail terms in connection 
with the last coup attempt. He said that defense intelli- 
gence was also working on the established cases of loss 
of rifles by two warrant officers who were sentenced to 
six months imprisonment. 


Nigeria: Police Present at Prayers in Memory of 
Kudiratu Abiola 


AB! 106215496 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A ceremony of prayers was 
held in Ibadan today in memory of Mrs. Kudiratu 
Abiola, wife of the Nigerian opposition leader, Moshood 
Abiola, who was assassinated last week in Lagos. Our 
correspondent, Tunde Fatunde, has details: 


{Begin Fatunde recording] The announcement made by 
Alex Akinyele, chairman of the National Reconciliation 
Committee, that Moshood Abiola could be provisionally 
released to attend the prayer ceremony in memory 
of his wife, assassinated a week ago, in accordance 
with Islamic rites, pushed hundreds of thousands of 
Lagos residents to go to Abiola’s Lagos residence. But 
to the general disappointment of everybody, Moshood 
Abiola, the most popular opposition figure, was not 
present throughout the prayer ceremony which took 
place under high police supervision. In spite of the 
heavy rain which fell in Lagos, several diplomats, 
members of the opposition, religious and business 
personalities remained until the end of the ceremony. 


Visibly moved with tears in their eyes, students dis- 
tributed leaflets calling on Nigerians to go into the 
streets tomorrow to protest what they call the policy 
of repression perpetrated by the ruling military junta. 


It must be pointed out that a similar ceremony in honor 
of Kudiratu Abiola, took place at the central mosque of 
Ibadan, a city situated 120 km from Lagos. No incidents 
were reported. [end recording) 


Nigeria: Security Forces on Alert for 1993 Election 
Anniversary 

AB! 106143796 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Nigerian opposition has 
Called for a general strike tomorrow on the occasion of 
the third anniversary of the 12 June presidential election, 
which was canceled by the military regime. From Lagos, 
Tunde Fatunde reports. 


report may contain 
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(Begin Fatunde recording] Sources close to the Nige- 
rian presidency indicate that the security forces have 
been placed on maximum alert in order to prevent any 
possible incidents during the third anniversary of the 
cancellation of the 12 June 1933 presidential election. 
Purthermore, the highest military authority has specif- 
ically ordered the military governments of the south- 
western states including that of Lagos to, quote, mer- 
Cilessly crush any popular uprising that may also arise 
from the protest of the death of Kudiratu Abiola, Mos- 
hood Abiola’s wife. The same governments, the direc- 
tive continues, will be held personally responsible for 
any disruption of public order. 


Meanwhile, special security measures have been taken 
along the border with the neighboring Republic of Benin 
in order to, according to the official argument, keep out 
Nigerian dissidents who may secretly enter the country 
to destabilize the Nigerian Government. 


Despite repeated warnings from the military junta ban- 
ning any public gatherings, the Campaign for Democ- 
racy, a human rights organization, has called on Nigeri- 
ans to participate massively in mass gatherings, demon- 
strations, and a one-day hunger strike as a sign of protest 
against the continued violation of human rights perpe- 
trated by the ruling military junta. [end recording] 
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AB1206095796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 12 Jun 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Rick 
Wells) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Today, 12 June has a special 
significance in Nigeria. It was on this day, three years 
ago, that the then military government annulled the 
presidential elections widely believed to have been won 
by Chief M. K. O. Abiola. The opposition Campaign 
for Democracy has called for mass demonstrations to 
mark today's anniversary despite the government ban 
on all public meetings and protests. Well, on the line 
from Lagos, | have our correspondent, Sola Odunfa. 
Good morning Sola. It is still early, | know, there, but 
are there any signs of these promised demonstrations so 
far? 


{Odunfa}) There are no signs of the demonstrators yet, 
but all the streets, from the northernmost part of Lagos 
City to Lagos Island, are flooded with anti-riot and 
armed policemen. In fact, | am speaking from a house 
overlooking a public square on Lagos Island now, and 
about 50 meters across the square, there is a detachment 
of about 30 policemen, all of them fully armed, and 
they are hanging around waiting for any demonstrators. 
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The majority of people who came out this morning 
are workers who have been struggling to get into their 
workplaces. The buses are full, the transport system is 
working normally, but nobody knows what will happen 
later in the day, but the police are fully prepared to 
engage any demonstrators on the streets. 


{Wells} Well, as you say, security is pretty tight, they 
are expecting something, but has the umbrella group of 
opposition, Campaign for Democracy... [pauses] Have 
they actually spelled out what it is that people — 
demonstrators — are going to do today? 


(Odunfa} To start with, the Campaign for Democracy 
and other groups, issued a statement yesterday, call- 
ing on people to fast today, from morning till noon, 
as advised also by the National Democratic Coalition, 
Nadeco. The same statement was made by the National 
Association of Nigeria Students, urging people to fast 
from 6 AM to 6 PM today, but then, the human rights 
group issued an earlier statement, saying that, in defi- 
ance of the police ban, they would stage demonstrations 
and rallies. 


Outside Lagos, in Abeokuta, [Ogun State capita], it is 
the same situation, and in Ijebu-Ode, especially the 
hometown of the late Mrs. Kudiratu, Abiola’s wife, 
people... [pauses] some groups are threatening to hold 
demonstrations today in her memory, but it is still very 
early, and nobody knows what will happen yet. 


[Wells] Now, Sola, is this anniversary, 12 June, rec- 
Ognized as an important day to most Nigerians or not 
really? - 


[Odunfa} I should say that the significance of 12 June 
is more poignant in western Nigeria in the south here, 
that is Lagos, Oyo, Ondo, Ogun, and Osun states and, 
to lesser extent, in Edo State, the former Bendel State. 
But in the north, there is not serious emotion attached 
to it, but here in the western part of the country, 
there is strong emotion, and that is why poice have 
concentrated all their resources in western Nigeria, but 
also in Abuja, there are reports that the police are out 
in strong force. They have been checking visitors into 
the city. Those who flew into Abuja yesterday were 
thoroughly searched at the airport by security men. 


{Wells} OK, Sola, thank you very much. 

Nigeria: Government Reports Activists Planning To 
‘Incite’ Public 

AB1206101096 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
0900 GMT 12 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
uncovered plans by prodemocracy activists in the coun- 
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try to incite the public against the government, begin- 
ning from today to the end of this month. 


The minister for special duties. Alhaji Wada Nas, dis- 
Closed this to newsmen in Kano. He identified Nadeco 
(National Democratic Coalition} and the Campaign for 
Democracy as the main groups behind the plan. The 
minister also alleged that the two groups also planned 
launch a campaign for the release of political de- 
tainees and to protest. Alhaji Wada Nas said there were 
also plans by the groups to distribute leaflets in major 
cities in Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba. 


Nigeria: Oil Minister Says Iraq’s Reentry Into 
OPEC No Threat 


AB! 106180096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 11 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text ] The minister of petroleum 
resources, Chief Dan Elete, says Iragi’s reentry into 
the oil market does not in any way pose a threat to 
the efforts of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
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Countries [OPEC] to ensure oil price stability. Chief 
Etete stated this in Lagos while speaking with Network 


News energy correspondent on the outcome of the 
meeting with the organization held in Vienna, Austria. 


[Begin Etete recording) The meeting was very success- 
ful, though it took more days than we anticipated. This is 
necessary in order to do a thorough job for the interest of 
our respective OPEC countries and also to give a steady 
price in the oil market so that this question of fluctua- 
tion of [words indistinct] is not good for the market. So 
we have been able to work out details and mechanism 
to absorb Iraq's reentry, and which, of course, was not a 
threat and it is not going to be a threat at all. The over- 
all outcome of the meeting was very successful. [end 
recording) 


On the exit of Gabon from the organization, Chief Etete 
expressed regret but said it would not adversely affect 
the unity of OPEC. 
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